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underwater archaeology the nas guide to principles and practice provides a comprehensive
summary of the archaeological process as applied in an underwater context long awaited second
edition of what is popularly referred to as the nas handbook provides a practical guide to
underwater archaeology how to get involved basic principles essential techniques project
planning and execution publishing and presenting fully illustrated with over 100 drawings and
new colour graphics new chapters on geophysics historical research photography and video
monitoring and maintenance and conservation
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deepwater archaeology uncovers secrets from the ancient maritime past thousands of shipwrecks
and archaeological sites lie undiscovered in deep water potentially holding important clues to our
maritime past scientists have explored only a small percentage of the oceans depths as 98 percent
of the seabed lies well beyond the reach of conventional diving ships from the depths surveys the
dramatic advances in technology over the last few years that have made it possible for scientists
to locate study and catalogue archaeological sites in waters previously inaccessible to humans
researcher and explorer fredrik søreide presents the development of deepwater archaeology since
1971 when willard bascom designed his alcoa seaprobe to locate and raise deepwater wrecks in
the mediterranean accompanied by descriptions and color photographs of deepwater projects and
equipment this book considers not only techniques that have been developed for location and
observation of sites but also removal and excavation methods distinctive to these unique locations
far beyond the reach of scuba gear søreide provides an introduction to and survey of the history
development and potential of this exciting branch of nautical archaeology scholars and field
archaeologists will appreciate this handy compendium of the current state of the discipline and
technology and general readers will relish this comprehensive look at the challenges and
opportunities associated with locating and studying historical and ancient shipwrecks in some of
the world s deepest waters

the marine environment is almost ideal for the preservation of artefacts and until relatively
recently it also provided complete protection from destruction by man however the aqualung has
made most shallow underwater sites accessible leading to widespread plundering current deep sea
bed technology now threatens deep water sites there is a need for immediate international action
to preserve the man made environment alongside the natural one the enunciation of legal rules to
protect the underwater cultural heritage is a complex issue involving a matrix of interests and
laws both international and national
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this book brings together perspectives on maritime and underwater cultural heritage much in
selected countries around the indian ocean rim that are linked by the historic and arabian
maritime trade routes it explores how selected countries have adapted maritime archaeological
and uch management methodologies rooted in western contexts to their own situations it assesses
how new heritage management burdens have been placed on states by outsiders wishing to
conserve their own heritage in foreign waters it investigates what these new pressures are and
asks what the future holds for the region each chapter outlines the development of much in the
author s home nation provides an overview of current frameworks and activities and looks to the
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future of research and management the chapters draw conclusions regarding what has driven the
process of developing individual approaches and perspectives and what the results have been they
ask if the focus is on management or research and if the much vision is focused seaward or
towards the hinterland a common thread that binds the chapters is the adaptation of western
management and practice structures to contexts where the binaries such as tangible and intangible
natural and cultural and submerged and terrestrial become blurred it examines how states have
confronted management and research challenges on sites that are validated primarily by european
expansion perspectives

although underwater archaeology has assumed its rightful place as an important subdiscipline in
the field the published literature has not kept pace with the rapid increase in the number of both
prehistoric and historic underwater sites the editors have assembled an internationally
distinguished roster of contributors to fill this gap in addition to both geographical and topical
approaches the chapters also focus on technology law public and private institutional roles and
goals and the research and development of future technologies and public programs

in creating interpretive strategies for maritime sites archaeologists and resource managers often
are required to think creatively to overcome challenges and problems these issues include
interpreting sites in inaccessible locations and extremely deep water enabling and controlling
access to fragile sites and restricted areas monitoring visitor behavior making information
interesting to a wide audience and creating opportunities for public engagement among other
concerns meeting challenges presents cutting edge interpretation and public education strategies
for maritime resources both on land and underwater with emphasis on solving the unique
problems often associated with presenting these fragile limited access sites as heritage attractions
and on developing effective visitation and civic engagement opportunities the examples presented
ideally can serve as models for resource managers archaeologists engaged in interpretation and
site administrators this volume brings together a diverse group of heritage professionals to
discuss issues they ve encountered and to present ideas and case studies for adapting improvising
and overcoming them

technology transfer has played an increasingly important role in historic preservation during the
latter half of the twentieth century a situation attested to by the undertaking of an important
congressional study in 1986 that assessed the role of federal agencies in the field in this book
leading researchers update the earlier findings and contribute state of the art reviews and
evaluations of technological progress in their areas of expertise

this volume is an indexed bibliography of underwater archaeology and related topics it covers a
range of subjects including shipbuilding and naval architecture underwater archaeology artefacts
conservation and archaeological sites

in archaeology under water 1966 19 pioneer nautical archaeologist george bass pointed out how
much easier it is to train someone who is already an archaeologist to become a diver than to take



Bowens Ed Underwater Archaeology

4 Bowens Ed Underwater Archaeology

trained divers and teach them to do archaeology while this is generally true there have also been
occasions when well trained and enthusiastic sport divers have been willing to accept the train ing
and discipline necessary to conduct good archaeological science becoming first rate scholars in
the process dr donna souza s book is the product of just such a transition it shows how a sport
diver and volunteer fieldworker can proceed through a rigorous graduate program to achieve
research results that are convincing in their own right and point toward new directions in the
discipline as a whole what is new in this book for maritime archaeology perhaps the most obvious
and important feature of dr souza s archaeological and historical analysis of the wreck at pulaski
reef and its contemporaries in the dry tortugas national park florida is the way it serves as a
means to a larger end namely an understanding of the social history of the transition from sail to
steam in late nineteenth century maritime commerce in america the relationship between changes
in technology and culture is a classic theme in anthropology and this study extends t theme into
the domain of underwater archaeology

this volume initiates a new series of books on maritime or underwater archaeology and as the
editor of the series i welcome its appearance with great excitement it is appropriate that the first
book of the series is a collection of articles intended for gradu ate or undergraduate courses in
underwater archaeology since the growth in academic opportunities for students is an important
sign of the vitality of this subdiscipline the layman will enjoy the book as well academic and
public interest in shipwrecks and other submerged archaeological sites is indicated by a number
of factors every year there are 80 to 90 research papers presented at the society for historical
archaeology s conference on historical and underwater archaeology and the proceedings are
published public interest is shown by extensive press coverage of shipwreck investigations one of
the most important advances in recent years has been the passage of the abandoned shipwreck act
of 1987 for the first time providing national level law con cerning underwater archeological sites
the legislation has withstood a number of legal challenges by commercial treasure salvors a very
hopeful sign for the long term pres ervation of this nonrenewable type of cultural resource the
underwater archaeological discoveries of 1995 were particularly noteworthy the texas historical
commission discovered the belle one of la salle s ships and the css hunley was found by a joint
project of south carolina and a private nonprofit organization called numa

man 12 000 years under the sea is the dramatic story of underwater archaeology it starts when
greek sponge divers discover ancient statues in the sea and covers the history of marine
archaeology from this early beginning to the present it describes such things as the discovery of a
primitive bronze device later believed to be a marvelous combination of cogs and wheels that was
used as an early computer one in use by greek navigators 82 years before christ it takes us along
with the earliest of wreck hunters whose efforts off north africa reveal to them the cannons of the
gods they are all here searching out the unbelievable including modern day divers finding the
remnants of a prehistoric forest one the author photographed 52 feet under water that carbon
dated to over 30 000 years before present time even more intriguing are the dives of pioneer bill
royal who first found and then urged scientists to investigate ice age man s 12 000 year old
remains deep down in once dry florida springs where no one had ever been before the reader
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joins that expedition recovering saber tooth tiger skeletons among those of early man whose
underwater cave wall contained the embedded hand sized fossil tooth of a prehistoric shark over
50 feet long after that we journey to the greek isles with dr george bass and his divers to find and
explore a 3 000 year old bonze age shipwreck with its cargo still intact later we dive warm
tropical seas on a long lost spanish treasure galleon then join a crew in a submersible making
their first dive to the long lost monitor and still later we follow scientists combing loch ness to
discover something more than a monster exists there burgess writes of these adventures with the
eye of one who was on hand to witness some of the earliest contemporary archaeological efforts
to understand the meaning of these long overlooked mysteries for example how was it possible
for searchers to recover a skull of an ice age cave man from the depths of a florida spring only to
find that it contained his brain still intact working closely with today s deep diving scientists
robert burgess reveals answers to these and other mysteries that enable us to have a clearer view
of early man and his world you will find this photographically illustrated e book an exciting read
from beginning to end in man 12 000 years under the sea robert burgess gives us a peek at the
work done by sponge divers treasure hunters and underwater archaeologists the excitement and
hazard of underwater exploration is so clearly described that i was tempted to get a diving suit to
join them the sacramento bee this book is more than intriguing it is a necessity mensa bulletin
man 12 000 years under the sea will appeal to all readers who like action and adventure publisher
s weekly

at head of title dor maritime archaeology project
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